2026 LEAPFROG TOP HOSPITALS
PR & COMMUNICATIONS GUIDE

Congratulations again on being named a Leapfrog Top Hospital! Leapfrog Top Hospital is one of the most exclusive hospital quality awards in the country, and we want to help you make the most of your prestigious designation. Please review the content in this communications guide and don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions. 

As you’re aware, this news is confidential until the embargo breaks at 6:00 am ET on December 8, 2026. This information may only be shared internally with your executive team and may not be shared externally to press or anyone else. 
AWARDS CEREMONY
Leapfrog will recognize Top Hospitals at the Leapfrog Annual Patient Safety Summit and Awards Gala, formerly called the Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner on December 8 at the Omni Shoreham in Washington, D.C. The Awards Gala portion of the evening begins at 5:30 pm with a cocktail hour. Afterward, the dinner and awards ceremony will be held in Regency Ballroom. It is open seating, and dress is business formal. During the ceremony, each hospital will have a chance to go up on stage and accept the award. Award winners can then visit the Palladium Room for a photo opportunity with Leapfrog leadership. Photos will be available via email following the Awards Gala. 
Here’s a link to the event page for more information and to register. As a reminder, you receive one free ticket for being a Top Hospital. If you can’t find your code, contact Shannon Longmore at slongmore@leapfrog-group.org as soon as possible. 
If you are unable to attend and would like your award shipped, please contact Shannon Longmore at the email address above.
MEDIA RELATIONS										
Leapfrog’s Top Hospital announcement typically earns significant media coverage nationally as well as in local markets. In past years, Top Hospitals have held hospital-wide celebrations, had t-shirts made for their staff, hung banners above their entranceways, broadcast radio ads, produced special videos for YouTube and issued press releases to local media.
A template press release is included as an appendix to this document. Hospitals may deviate from the template as they wish, and Leapfrog does not require approval of your release prior to distribution.
2026 TOP HOSPITALS										 
There are 187 Top Hospitals including: 
· 13 Top Children’s
· 50 Top General
· 22 Top Rural
· 102 Top Teaching
An embargoed list of all hospitals will be made available to Top Hospitals on December 8, 2026.
TOP HOSPITAL LOGO USAGE									
You are encouraged to announce your achievement as a Leapfrog Top Hospital in your public relations activities. If you wish to use the Top Hospital logo in your communications or to use the designation in commercial advertising and other promotions, Leapfrog requires a licensure agreement. You may have heard from Mary Champion with more information on this opportunity. Mary can be reached at Licensing@leapfrog-group.org for more information. 
Regardless of whether you choose to license the logo, you are still able to announce your Leapfrog Top Hospital achievement on your website in plain text format, to your staff and via press releases to local media. 

· Template press release for your hospital’s use
· Sample social media messages
Shannon Longmore at The Leapfrog Group is the primary contact for the Top Hospital awards. Please feel free to contact her at slongmore@leapfrog-group.org or 202-292-6713. Thank you, and congratulations again!


2026 LEAPFROG TOP HOSPITALS
Template Press Release

Embargoed Until December 8, 2026, at 6:00 am ET
[Your Hospital’s Media Contact Information]
[Your Hospital] Earns 2026 Leapfrog Top Hospital Award for Outstanding Quality and Safety
CITY, STATE, December 8, 2026 – Highlighting its nationally recognized achievements in patient safety and quality, [Hospital Name] was named a Top [Children’s/General/Rural/Teaching] Hospital by The Leapfrog Group. This award is one of the most competitive honors hospitals and surgery centers in the United States can receive for their commitment to safety and quality. The winning facilities will be presented with their awards today as part of Leapfrog’s 2026 Annual Patient Safety Summit and Awards Gala. 
[Quote from your hospital’s leadership]

Over 2,400 hospitals were considered for the award. Among those, [Hospital name] received a Top [Children’s/General/Rural/Teaching] distinction. A total of 187 Top Hospitals were selected, including:
· 13 Top Children’s 
· 50 Top General 
· 22 Top Rural 
· 102 Top Teaching
The Leapfrog Group is a national nonprofit watchdog organization that rates hospitals and ASCs on how well they protect patients from preventable harm, including accidents, injuries and infections. The Leapfrog Top Hospital award is given to teaching, general, rural and children's hospitals that publicly report their performance through the Leapfrog Hospital Survey and meet the high standards defined in the Top Hospitals methodology. This includes infection rates, maternity care and a hospital’s ability to prevent medication errors, among other standards.
“Earning a spot among the nation’s Top Hospitals is an extraordinary achievement that speaks to [Hospital Name]’s commitment to protecting patients and delivering high-quality care,” said Leah Binder, president and CEO of The Leapfrog Group. “This distinction represents the highest standards of patient safety and quality, and we congratulate the entire team at [Hospital Name] for earning this prestigious recognition.”
To qualify for the distinction, hospitals must rank top among peers on the Leapfrog Hospital Survey, which assesses hospital performance on the highest standards for quality and patient safety, and achieve top performance in their category. To see the full list of institutions honored as 2026 Top Hospitals, visit www.leapfroggroup.org/tophospitals.
About The Leapfrog Group
Founded in 2000 by large employers and other purchasers, The Leapfrog Group is an independent national nonprofit organization driving a movement for patient safety and transparency. Leapfrog collects, analyzes, and publicly reports data on hospital and ambulatory surgery center performance to help patients, purchasers, and other stakeholders make informed health care decisions. Leapfrog's flagship initiatives include the Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade, a biannual letter grade focused exclusively on hospital safety, and the Leapfrog Hospital Survey. This voluntary survey publicly reports hospital performance on patient safety and quality measures. Leapfrog's ratings and reports are peer-reviewed, fully transparent, and free to the public.
For more from Leapfrog, follow us on X, LinkedIn, Facebook and Instagram, or sign up for our newsletter.

About [Your Hospital]

###








2026 LEAPFROG TOP HOSPITALS
Sample Social Media Messages
LINKEDIN/FACEBOOK
· We’re excited to announce [insert organization’s name] has been named a 2026 #TopHospital by @The Leapfrog Group! This award recognizes hospitals across the U.S. for excellence in quality of care and #PatientSafety. [insert link to your announcement] 

· We are proud to be one of only 187 hospitals nationwide to be recognized as a Leapfrog #TopHospital! This is a testament to our commitment to serving our community and providing high-quality, safe care. [insert link to your announcement] 

· About 7.3% of eligible hospitals earned the honor of #TopHospital from The Leapfrog Group, and we’re proud to say we’re one of them! #PatientSafety, quality and transparency are our top priorities. [insert link to your announcement]

· As a 2026 Leapfrog #TopHospital, we are committed to putting our patients first! We’re proud to prioritize #PatientSafety every day. [insert link to your announcement]


X/TWITTER
· [Insert organization’s name] is a proud 2026 @LeapfrogGroup #TopHospital! [insert link to your announcement]
· About 7.3% of eligible hospitals earned #TopHospital status from @LeapfrogGroup – and [Insert organization’s name]  is proud to be one of them! [insert link to your announcement]
· We’re one of only [# of winning hospitals in your category] [children’s/general/rural/teaching] hospitals to win @LeapfrogGroup’s #TopHospital award for 2026! [insert link to your announcement]
· Did you hear the news? We've been recognized as a #TopHospital by @LeapfrogGroup! [insert link to your announcement]
· What makes [insert organization’s name] stand out? Our dedication to a higher standard of care for our patients. [insert link to your announcement] #TopHospital

